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every true and good subject is more bound to have respect to
his said conscience and to his soul than to any other
thing in all the world beside; namely [i.e. particularly] when
his conscience is in such sort as mine is, that is to say, where
the person giveth no occasion of slander, of tumult and
sedition against his prince, as it is with inc; for I assure
you that I have not hitherto to this hour disclosed and
opened my conscience and mind to any person living in all
the world.
But the Solicitor-General, Rich, was prepared to swear that
More, in conversation with him in the Tower, had said that
Parliament could not make the King Supreme Head of the
Church. More denied this, and there is no doubt that Rich was
lying. But More was found guilty, and sentenced to death.
After the verdict had been given he felt it his duty to speak
out, stating that England cmight not make a particular law,
disagreeable with the general law of Christ's Universal Catholic
Church, no more than the City of London might make a law
against an Act of Parliament to bind the whole realm'. After
some friendly words to his judges, he was taken back to the
Tower. On the way, his daughter Margaret, 'pressing in
among the midst of the throng and company of the guard,
that with halberds and bills went round about him, hastily ran
to him, and there openly in the sight of them all, took him
about the neck and kissed him9. On the fifth day after, he was
executed on Tower Hill. A depressed Winchester man, obsessed
by Very vehement and grievous tentations of desperation9,
had in old days found comfort from his advice. As More passed
to execution, che thrust through the throng and with a loud
voice said, "Mr. More, do you know me? I pray you for our
Lord's sake help me: I am as ill troubled as ever I was." Saint
Thomas answered, "I remember thee full well. Go thy ways
in peace, and pray for me: and I will not fail to pray for thee." *
He made (according to Henry's wish) only a brief speech from
the scaffold, stating that he suffered 'in and for the faith of the
Holy Catholic Church', and that he died cthe faithful servant of
the King, and, in the first place, of God\
More's case is different from that of the 'seditious heretics9
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